
East Ayrshire  

• what plans, measures and strategy are in place to help pupils “catch 
up” following the impact of the pandemic on school education, 
particularly for those moving from Primary 7 into high school;  
 

We do not see that “catch up” is the correct terminology as we see pupils coming back 
to schools and ECCs.  We are currently welcoming our pupils back to their settings 
and have deployed additional recovery staff and additional support staff.  There is also 
tailored in-house support and work as needed for individual pupils. 

P7 staff, like all staff are superb practitioners and will use ongoing assessment and 
their professional knowledge to ensure excellent teaching and learning to minimise 
impact.  They have continued to deliver a quality learning experience during the 
pandemic which will help reduce the impact for pupils. 

Throughout the pandemic schools have developed robust transition programs for P7 
pupils.  Our staff have been extremely creative in using digital technology to ensure 
pupils transitioning to secondary are prepared and they have engaged with secondary 
staff.  Our secondary and primary staff have continued to work closely during the 
pandemic and plan for the smooth transition or all young people from P7 to secondary 
school. 

• confirmation of how blended learning is being delivered in your local 
authority area, and  

Blended learning is being delivered to suit the needs of our learners.  In our secondary 
schools pupils continue to have access to WESTOS recorded lessons, e-sgoil 
lockdown live content and teacher provide support and content via MSTeams.  Within 
many of our ASN provisions pupils join in-school lessons/activities live from home.  

• whether any school building capital projects have been delayed as a 
result of the pandemic.   
 

No capital projects have been delayed. 
 

More generally, the Committee would also welcome any other comments you have 

to make on the impact of Covid-19 on school education, including the following: 

• What will be the immediate priorities as pupils again return to in-school 
learning? 
 

Welcoming young people back safely, meeting them “where they are in respect” of 
wellbeing and attainment.  I have attached links to guidance used to support wellbeing, 
which has been identified as best practice by Education Scotland. 
 
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/ea/eapsychservices/education-in-the-time-of-covid-

19/ 

 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/ea/eapsychservices/education-in-the-time-of-covid-19/
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/ea/eapsychservices/education-in-the-time-of-covid-19/


Immediate priorities are to support the emotional health and wellbeing of all pupils and 
staff.  Staff along with this will continually assess any missed learning and provide 
tailored learning and teaching experiences to ensure a challenging, progressive and 
broad teaching and learning experience for all young people.   

We are also reviewing lessons learnt during remote learning to ensure that the positive 
impact and lessons learnt from digital platforms can be fully integrated to in-school 
learning going forward. 

Dealing with SQA and other qualification matters. 
 

• How and when does the local authority plan to assess impacts of the 
pandemic on learning and wellbeing?   
 

All education staff are already doing this, and each child/young person will be treated 
as an individual. 

 

• Does the local authority anticipate providing additional activities, 
learning opportunities or wellbeing support to pupils? If so, please 
provide examples? 
 

This has been addressed in previous answers, including the link to wellbeing 
documentation.  
 


